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T H E 
PREFACE 
| T HE Defign of this Preface is not to give an 

Encommm on the following Lines, by reaſon 
they ſoar above ſuch a mean Offering: The Author 


is God knows who befides Providence, to whom we 
may juſtly attribute the Whole , ſince the Great 
Bard has either wilfully or unwillingly ſent em 
into the World unuſually. | 

This Poem, as it's moſt fit for the Place where 
it was dropp'd, vi. in the Publick Walks of the 


Royal Exchange, makes me more apt to think it has 


the Conſent of the Author to appear abroad; elle, 
if I had not rely'd on that Foundation, I would 
have kept it for a private Piece of witty Entertain- 


ment, and ſo oblig'd my beſt Friends with a Copy 


or a View, and made it ſtand as an everlaſting Piece 
of Wit upon Exchange Folly. 
Several have been the ſuppoſed Author, but which 
is the real it can't be judg'd : But this we may cer- 
tainly ſay, The Perſon is a Compound of Solid and 
Mercurial Judgment, which may be ſeen in every 
Line, where is a Spring-tide of Wit and Experience, 


adorn'd with all the Trophies of Harmony: So that 


the Author is a real Poet, a real Wit, and a true 
Doctor of the Muſes Faculty. 


Vale. 
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Folly of Induſtry: 


Buly Man Expos d . 


Our Man of Bus'neſs is your idleſt Aſs, 
Doing moſt, what he leaſt can bring to paſs ; 
To ſatisfy vain Aims, at Wealth, Praiſe, Pow'r, 
Which but augment, by their Additions more: | | 
Whoſe Bus'neſs is, to gain himſelf more Eaſe, 4 


Whilſt that his Pains, his Labours but increaſe, c | p 
His Aim at Reſt becomes his Reſtleſsneſs. 


Since his Defires, with his Succeſs augment, } 
Till his Succeſs does his Deſires prevent, c | 2 * 
The more he gains, to have but leſs Content: 

To have his Pains, his Ends but more impede ; 

For as one Wave another does ſucceed, N 8 | 

So the firſt Bus'neſs does another breed. | \ 


B And = 


* 7 4 
Does ſlacken and decreaſe, to its inereaſe, F i Foſs ? 


£67 


And that a third; by more Gains, but the more 
To make a Man more reſtleſs than before : 
As one Wave its impetuous Courſe does run, 


© To niake but room to bring another on; 


So Mens Thoughts ſtill fluctuate to and fro, 


Till that one Bus'neſs does another grow, 0 


And a third does ſucceeditht other two. 
Till the full Tide of Bus neſs, like the Seas, 


And ſeeks its End more to its Reſtleſsneſs ; 


Till we, by Bus'neſs, are o'er Head and Ears, 
O ad in Tronblks, and oppreſe/d with b 


Busꝰ'neſs the Vonder, 0 Fools dena ; 
Is like the Hydra, which Alcides ſlew, 8 


(Againſt whom, others their vain Weapons drew ; ) 
Who by diſpatching of each fingle Head, 


A Couple made, to riſe up in its ſtead, bt £0 9 
Till his Pains but more Bus neſs for him bred. | 8 


Our Action puts its ſelf ſo to its ſtay, 


Our Bus'neſs does but its own End delay, 3 3 £ 


More haftily on purpoſe *twou'd obey ; 

Becomes but more as we wou'd make it __ 

And makes us leſs at Eaſe for our Succeſs ; 

As Uſurers, but by their own Gold's increaſe, || - 
Are farther from acquiring ſought-for Eaſe ; 

So Bus'neſs is the Bane of. active Life, 


Which ſhou'd procure our r Eaſe, maintains our Strife ; 4 


” 


Which 


* 


172 
Which wears out Life, whilſt Life it ſhou'd ſuſtain, 
Till our Death, by our Livelihood, we gain. 
Who Life, in queſt of Suſtenance, deſtroy, 
Our Lives ſo, but againſt our Lives employ, c 
For Bus neſs let's none, Wealth it brings, enjoy. 
So Man by Bus neſs loſes all he gains, 
By that, gets but his Labour for his Pains. 
A Sign of Emptineſs then Action is, 
Circular Motion cauſing Giddineſs. 
For Bus'neſs, active Idleneſs is found, 
Which weakens Heads, the more*twou'd prove em ſound, 
And turns their Brains, by too much Motion, round. 
By buſy-Bodies, light - Heads beſt are known, 
Whoſe haſty'ſt Action brings em ſooneſt down ; 
Their Slips and Falls, by too much Motion get, 
To make their Speed, but their Advancements let; 
Till their vain Action Idleneſs does grow, | 
Their Diligence, their Interruption too, | 8 
Who leſs diſpatch, the more fill they wou'd do; 
Till their exceſs of buſy-Motion, will | 
But ſeem, and be too, next to ſtanding till ; 
As the Boy's Top the faſter it runs round, 
The tiller for it, ſeems to ſtand its Ground; | 
Whilſt it, ieſelf by Motion up does ey 
Which i is, for its exceſs, call'd by him, Sleep 
So Bus'neſs as the more tis in exceſs, | 


Becomes but by more Pains, more Idleneſs. 


Lince 


82 

Since he ſure, far leſs idle, ought to go, 
Who nothing does at all, than that Man, who, 
| Doesall he does ſtill, but ſtill more in vain ; 

And there is ſure no other Brute than Man, 
| But knows, when he for his uſe, has enough, 
1 (More to his Judgment's and his Reaſon's proof;) 
_ *—__ I Who his own uſe, of his hard-gotten Store 
| Will not loſe, by vain hopes, to make it more z 
| | VVill not ſeek more his Riches vain increaſe 
4 4 : By more, to loſe his Quiet, Reſt, or Peace, 8 
5 To prove his Senſe leſs, by his reſtleſsneſs. « 
2 Mad- men are reſtleſs, whilſt Sobriety, 
s 1 Does in a conſtant courſe, and ſtaidneſs lie. 
13 Then Bus'neſs is laborious Idleneſs, a 
| | VVhich undertaking more» diſpatches leſs ; | 8 
3 = Since our Defires, Pains, by it more increaſe. | 
So buſy Men are Beaſts, for Pains they take, | 
VVho Bus'neſs ſeem to love for Bus'neſs ſake, c 
An end elſe of their Bus'neſs wou'd they make. 
Not change their Eaſe, they. ſeek for Drudgery, 


Their Peace of Mind to live more anxiouſly, 0 
Their ſolid Senſe for light Activity. 
VVhilſt Idleneſs, Eaſe, Peace (as all pretend) 


Of all their Bus'neſs, is but all their End ; 


Then if Eaſe, Peace, are th'Ends of Pain and Care, 
As they, who ſtill take moſt, but moſt declare, 8 


VVhy ſhou'd they not their Pains, Care, Trouble, ſpare?” 


If 


91 
If Bus'neſs wiſe Men follow for its End, 
Why their Eaſe, Peace, Reſt, to which they pretend 
Diſturb, delay, but by their reſtleſsneſs? | 
Whilſt their end of their Labour is their Eaſe, =» 
Their end of their Contention too their Peace. 
Which they might have, and more enjoy (we know) 
But the leſs they wou'd for em care, or do. 
Why till for Gain, ſhou'd Men with Pain, Care, Grief, 
Shorten, deſigning the prolonging Life? 
Whilſt of it they, for others, are profuſe, 
And out of Self- love, but for others uſe ; - 
Since they who Life in getting moſt employ, 
Can leaſt themſelves, their Lives, or Gains enjoy; | 
Who themſelves, by their Care for them, deſtroy. 
To ſpend their Lives for filthy Lucre chuſe, 


But by their Gains, their uſe of them to loſe, 
Can of 'em leſs, as they have more, diſpoſe : 
Nay, moſt improvidently. (to gain more) 


Loſe more the uſe of what they had before,. 1 
By their Deſires increafing with their ſtore. AW 
To grow more poor ſtill, but as more they gain; if 


And but more Idle for their Pains in vain. * 

By love of Bus'neſs, idle Induſtry, _ 

Which Eaſe, its end, does to itſelf deny; 

Whoſe wiſeſt Bus'neſs ſhau'd be, none to have, 
And wiſeſt Care, not to loſe what they fave ; ef 
To part with Wealth, to make it more their own, + 
For Pleaſures, which are to them yet unknown. 


But 


=. 41 


But Bus'neſs the Seducer of Mankind, 


Enſlaves the; Body and deludes the Mind; St 


As Spirits who bettay Men's liberty 


zy their Hapes, Wen aacey; 0 * E BIA 
y their Aims vain, as t others Promiſes 99 13917 þ 


: Of better Life, more Riches, and more Eaſe; 3 


To Spirit them, from Friends and Kindred too, 
To Foreign Soils and Bondage make em go; 


More Slaves to grow, but for more Liberty, 


And for more Eaſe, to live more painfully. 

Thus a falſe Guide and Cheat ſure Bus neſs i is 

| Men more Fools for ſeeming the more wile ; 
d but more bruitiſh, ſenſleſs Beaſts to grow, 


As they. wou'd for more wiſe and thoughtful go; 


Whoſe Reaſon leſs, by more Thought does appear, 


By which, they have but much more Care or Fear; 


Whoſe Bus 'neſs, like the Beaſts, is drudging on, 
Doing what leaſt can, whulft they live, be done, + 
To make themfelves, but by more Bus neſs, none. 
AVkile Senſe or Though, the Souls beſt'exeicile, 

Make Man in want, by his content, moſt wile, 


Gold to deſpiſe, ſor Freedom, Pleaſure, Eaſe, a , 


Beſt Ends of Wealth, and Proofs. of Happiness 


When buſy crackt/Brains are known only by, 1 doidY; 


Their reſtleſs, yet idle Activity: 

As Changlings, who have leſs Sanſe, fo mare will 

Feet, Hauch, nn leſs * 10 
Non unu % rae? 07 916 Aid, nαννν. 10 


[r | 
Whil he that's truly ſenſible and wiſe; | 20 70's 
Shows it by ſtaidneſs of Feet, Hands, and bye, a 
Since of a light-Head there's no greater Sign, | 
Than the perpetual Motion it is in. | 110 
So Changlings ſtill, from their Head's emptineſs, = © 
But move them more, as they can uſe em leſs ; 
Their Hands, Feet, Heads, imploy inceſſantly, 
But only of their Imbecillity, 
To make yet a more plain diſcovery : 
So that the love of Bus neſs may be ſaid, 


To be but the GEES of the Head, — * 1 
Which from the weakneſs of the Brain i is bred; 5 . 


By which Tongues, Eyes, the Head, and Feet Ove __ 
To Motions but unnatural inclin'd. 1 1 


The love of Bus'neſs then, ſo boaſted of | 0 
By Fools, is rather Reaſon's ſhame than proof: r 
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Since buſy Drudges are like Hackneys, who 9 885 

Are hir'd the World's work, not their own, to do; . ; 
Let out like Hackneys to the whole World are, * 
Burthens (like Aſſes) of the Wiſe to bear, a 
For Life's Support, and galling, heavy Gains, 20.10 

To kill themſelves with idle Care and Pains; £0 5 

Out of more Pride to bear more Slavery, . 4 
To loſe, for more ſway, Life or Liberty, r= 
To die tod but to live Immortally. 2 ” A 
To lead'a hated Life, for Wealth or Pow'r, N = 
Leſs ſafe and happy, ſtriving to be more; 8 ; 
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: For others Pleaſure, Credit, or their Uſe, 
Not theirs, of their Lives, Liberties profuſe : 


So prodigal vain Fools of Bus'neſs are, 
Of Life, whilſt but for it is all their Care : 


: Their Mony they with difficulty lend, 
To get Acquaintance, or to buy their Friend; 


Yet more profuſe of precious Time appear, 
As they pretend they've leſs or none to ſpare, 


' Loſe VVealth, Life, by their taking for em care; 


VVho, fince their Lives, they getting VVealth employ, 


Their Lives or V Vealth they but the leſs enjoy ; 
An Bus'neſs idle throwing both away, 

To get their Life's Support, by its decay; 
Bus neſs diſpatch but to delay their Eaſe, 

Out of more love of Life, V Vealth, Selfiſhneſs, 
To have of both, by care to keep 'em leſs, 


To make their Happineſs their Miſery ; 
Their Parfimony, Prodigality ; 


Their VVealth, Time, Life (their c own not a fo 


Away, but out of ſelfiſhneſs, to throw 


For others, which they ſo profifſtly fave | 
For them, who for it, wiſh them in their Grave: 


Their young Heir, or their old Executor, 


VVho with their Deaths more, as they'll leave em more; 


. More, as more Kindneſs, each to each pretends; 6 
VVho, ſince his next Heir, is his laſt of Friends. 
Then the vain, hoarding Man of Bus neſs, fo, 
For the moſt idle Coxcomb — to go; 


201 
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VVho 
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Who, but that his Foe's Buſineſs may be done, 194 
Will his own proper Bus'neſs let alone; 9% 
And wiſeſt Care, which is but to fiave 1 none: 


Since the beſt End and Aim (we muſt cones) 3 


Of Bus'neſs is, but careleſs Idleneſs; 18 

The ſelfiſh, buly Man, ſure than is let, 

Out of his own Self. love, his own true Friend, 

80 buſy he, can leſs his Eaſe n 
Tho' of his Bus neſs * tis but-all his End: 
Then Bus'neſs is for Beaſts a Drudgery 
To Thought, Eaſe; Freedom, the worſt Enemy 
To Pleaſure, Wiſdom, Honour, Honeſty ; : 
Whence'thonghtleſs, active Fools, thrive moſt i in it, 
For which, they hold, all idle Men of Wit 

And Thought, are of all others moſt unfit ; 

' Whoſe juſt Averſion * tis, fince none but Fools, 
Or Knaves, ' who are in Bus'neſs wiſe Mens Tools, 
Can brag they love Diſquiet, Labour, Pain, _ 
To loſe Eaſe! by it, which they'd by it gain. 

Tis want of Parts then vhich muſt Bus'neſs do, 
Whence buſy Fools moſt prof] P'rous in it grow ; 5 
And for their want of Reaſon, Senſe or Wit, | 
Show their Capacity, but more in it, 

Their Love more to it, as leſs for it fit. 


wel own the lazy Man'of VVit, or Thought, | 


To ſuffer it, for Intereſt, may be brought ; | 
But he, who Says, that he does Busneſs "love, _ 


By's wrong Seuſs ada}: hell leſs fit for 1 it prove: : 209 
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With it and them wou A have the leß todo. my” 


For which, by Lying (more than Senſe or _ | od 

| He truly woes but prove himſelf more fit ; q " 7 

| Since Buſineſs, the more Knowing moſt deſpite... 

Which but the choice of Knaves or bold Fools 1 1 

| As Impoſition, on the Juſt or Wiſe ; e 
Who, but becauſe that Bus'neſs beſt they know 

Themſelves, the medling World, falſe Mankind too, 


Sh 
IF, 
1 


The moſt weak Men moſt buſy then appear, et] 

As they leaſt fit for Thought or Action are; | ett 2 
Fools, Madmen, Children, thus are buſieſt, 
Whoſe Pains are moſt, but as their Senſe is leaſt, 

And quarrel with their Friends when put to Reſt. 

Tis Man on Beaſts does Drudgeries impoſe, 

To which each Beaſt his wiſe Averſion ſhows, 


But them alone, the two-legg'd Aſs wou'd chuſe. 
So the Beaſt-Man, who would not lead or drive, 
An Aſſes Life does for the Publick live; | 
Whilſt wiſer Beaſts from Curbs or Burdens run, 
Wou'd bear (but by Man's Impoggion) none. 
But Man's your only willing Drudge (we know) 
So more a Beaſt, as againſt Nature ſo ; 
As againſt Nature and his Reaſon, he 
(Who loves his Eaſe moſt) moſt Drudge will be: 
Whilft Beaſts are Drudges but by force alone, 
But only Man, of his free Choice, is one; 

And for his Senſe, which does his VVill diſpute, 
Is, for his Reaſon, a more ſenſleſs Brute, 
Who wou d be leſs a Beaſt, if like one mute ; 


I 


Show 


(15) 


Show more his Reaſon and Humanity, 
If, on his Senſe, he ſtood leſs ſenleſly, 
And, like a Beaft, he hated Drudgery. 


